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" Yong's Voyage to Virginia and Maryland ; " consist- 
ing of three parts, — 1. A letter to Sir Tobias Mat- 
thew. 2. A letter to Secretary Windebank. 3. A 
relation of the voyage, sent to the Secretary Windebank 
with the preceding. In introducing the volume to the 
notice of the Society, Mr. Aspinwall offered interesting 
remarks. 

The President presented a pedigree of Saltonstall, — 
a gift to the Society from Leverett Saltonstall, Esq. 

Mr. Livermore offered for examination the original 
manuscript of Dr. Franklin's " Articles of Belief, and 
Acts of Religion ; in two parts. Philadelphia, Nov. 20, 
1728." 

Mr. Bowditch exhibited a curious ancient volume, 
the titlepage of which is as follows : " The Tragedies, 
gathered by John Bochas, of all such princes as fell 
frdm their estates, through the mutability of fortune, 
since the creation of Adam untill this time. Translated 
in English by John Lidgate, Monke of Burye. Im- 
printed at London by John Wayland,at the signe of the 
Sun, Fleet Street, 1558." 



MARCH MEETING. 

The Society held their stated monthly meeting on 
Thursday, March 11, at noon, in the Dowse Library; 
the President, Hon. Kobert C. Winthrop, in the 
chair. 

The Librarian announced donations from the Ameri- 
can Philosophical Society; the Chicago Historical So- 
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ciety; the New-York State Agricultural Society; the 
Mercantile-Library Company, Philadelphia; Hon. Joseph 
White; Thomas S. Kirkbride, M.D., Philadelphia; 
Leverett Saltonstall, Esq.; Dr. S. A. Green; E. H. 
Derby, Esq. ; and from Messrs. Appleton, Bobbins, 
Savage, Sibley, Sumner, and Winthrop, of the Society. 

The Corresponding Secretary communicated a corre- 
spondence between himself and the Secretary of the 
State of Pennsylvania, with reference to the completion 
of the set of " Colonial Records," or " Minutes of the 
Supreme Executive Council of Pennsylvania," of which 
the first ten volumes only were already in the Library of 
this Society. He announced the reception of the six 
volumes, numbered xi. to xvi. inclusive, which were 
needed to supply the deficiency; and also of twelve 
volumes of Pennsylvania Archives, 1664 to 1790. 
Whereupon it was Voted, That the thanks of the Society 
be presented to the Executive of the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania for this valuable donation to the library 
of the Massachusetts Historical Society. 

The Corresponding Secretary also read a letter from 
William H. Trescott, Esq., accepting his appointment 
as a Corresponding Member of the Society. 

Hon. Stephen Salisbury, of Worcester, and Henry 
Austin Whitney, Esq., of Boston, were elected Resi- 
dent Members. 

The Chair appointed Messrs. Lincoln, Gray, and 
Brigham a Committee to nominate, at the annual meet- 
ing in April, a list of officers for the ensuing year. 

The chair nominated Messrs. Bowditch, Tudor, and 
Russell a Committee to examine the accounts of the 
Treasurer. 
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Mr. Ticknor, after a few prefatory remarks, announced 
to the Society that he had been authorized by Miss Eli- 
zabeth Belknap, the daughter and sole surviving child 
of Rev. Jeremy Belknap, D.D., to present to the Massa- 
chusetts Historical Society " all the manuscripts, books, 
and pamphlets, relating to American history, which had 
been left many years ago by her father." 

In explanation of the wishes and intentions of the 
donor, Mr. Ticknor read the following letter : — 

George Ticknor, Esq. 

Dear Mr. Ticknor, — It has long been my intention to 
devise to the Massachusetts Historical Society all the manu- 
scripts, books, and pamphlets, relating to American history, 
left many years ago by my father, the Rev. Jeremy Belknap, 
D.D., believing that he himself would eventually have made 
this disposition of them. As none of his immediate family 
now survive, except myself, whatever duty remains to be ful- 
filled in relation to them devolves upon me. I accept, 
therefore, your kindly offered assistance to put my long-che- 
rished intentions into execution ; and I hereby authorize you 
to present to the Massachusetts Historical Society all the 
manuscripts of whatever kind, and such of the books and 
pamphlets as you and those who may be associated with you 
shall judge to be most valuable to them. But in case you find 
among the books and pamphlets any that are duplicates of 
those already in the possession of the Society, or any that do 
not relate to American history, those I authorize you to pre- 
sent to the Public Library of the city of Boston, if you shall 
judge that to be the safest and most proper place for their 
deposit and preservation. 

Hoping that such portion of this collection as may be given 
to the Historical Society may prove useful to future American 
historians, and that the remainder may be of some value to 
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the citizens of Boston, where my father was born and where 
he died, and in whose welfare he always felt a deep interest, 
I intrust them, with great pleasure and entire confidence, to 
the two institutions above named. 

With many thanks for the kind interest you have taken in 
the fulfilment of my intentions, I remain, with much respect, 
Your obliged friend, 

Elizabeth Belknap. 

Mr. Ticknor stated that the books and manuscripts 
had been sent to his library, and that he had requested 
the assistance of Mr. Deane, of the Society, in examin- 
ing them, and obtaining such a general description of 
their character as might enable him to give to the Socie- 
ty, in advance, some idea of the value of the donation. 

At his suggestion, Mr. Deane communicated the 
result of the examination, as far as he had found oppor- 
tunity to conduct it, substantially as follows : — 



KEPORT ON THE BELKNAP DONATION. 

BY CHARLES DEANE, ESQ. 

The account I am able to furnish at this time, of the books, 
pamphlets, and manuscripts in this large collection, must 
necessarily be a very general one ; and a few of those only will 
be specially noticed which attracted attention as rare and 
valuable. Many others, possibly of equal value, must be 
passed over. Among the books may be noticed — 

Higginson's " New-England Plantation. The third edition, 
enlarged." London, 1630. — This is probably the copy from 
which the reprint was made in the first volume of our Col- 
lections. There were three editions of this work printed in 
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1630. Rich erroneously places the first edition under the 
year 1628. Dr. Young reprinted it in the " Chronicles of 
Massachusetts." 

" The Glorious Progress of the Gospel amongst the Indians 
in New England." London, 1649. " Strength out of Weak- 
ness ; or, a Glorious Manifestation of the Further Progress of 
the Gospel amongst the Indians in New England." London, 
1652. — These are the originals of two of the series of tracts 
on the progress of the gospel among the natives here, commu- 
nicated in letters from Eliot, and others engaged in that cause. 
The most of the series will be found reprinted in the fourth 
volume, Third Series, of the Society's Collections. 

" An Essay for the Recording of Illustrious Providences," 
&c. By Increase Mather. Boston, 1684. — This contains, 
for the first time, the account of the celebrated shipwreck 
of Anthony Thacher, in 1635, in sailing from Ipswich to 
Marblehead in a boat belonging to Mr. Allerton, in which 
were twenty-three persons ; all of whom, except Thacher and 
his wife, perished. The story is told in a letter from Mr. 
Thacher to his brother Peter in England. The book has been 
recently (1856) reprinted in London. 

Scottow's " Narrative of the Planting of the Massachusetts 
Colony," &c. Boston, 1694. — This copy belonged to Prince, 
the annalist, and, before him, to Rev. Mr. Bailey, and was pre- 
sented to the latter by the author, " Sept. 18, 1694." In Mr. 
Bailey's hand, on the titlepage, is written, " By Mr. Scotway." 
The author's name does not appear in the book as printed. 
There is a copy of this narrative already in the library of the 
Society, wanting the title. The work was reprinted in the last 
volume of the Collections. Scottow also published, in 1691, 
" Old Men's Tears for their own Declensions," <fec. 

" A Brief Narrative of the Success which the Gospel hath 
had among the Indians of Martha's Vineyard (and the Places 
adjacent), in New England," &c. By Matthew May hew. 
Boston, 1694. 
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" Massachusetts ; or, the First Planters of New England." 
Boston, 1696. — This contains Dudley's Letter to the Countess 
of Lincoln, written in March, 1631, and here first printed ; 
one of the most interesting and authentic documents in our 
early history. It contains, also, the Humble Request ; Allin 
and Shepard's Preface to their Defence of the Answer to the 
Nine Questions ; and John Cotton's Preface, in Latin, to 
Norton's Answer to the Questions of Apollonius. Parmer, 
the antiquary, had an early manuscript copy of Dudley's Let- 
ter, which contained more than the printed copy ; and, in 1834, 
he published it in the New-Hampshire Historical Society's 
Collections. Mr. Force printed it subsequently in one of his 
volumes of tracts, from this manuscript copy of Farmer. The 
latter supposed that manuscript to be the one from which 
the print was first made. 

Calef 's " More Wonders of the Invisible World." London, 
1700. Written in reply to Cotton Mather's " Wonders of the 
Invisible World." — This work was published in London, 
probably on account of the unwillingness of publishers here 
to incur the wrath of the Mathers. Eliot states that copies 
were burnt in the college-yard by order of Increase Mather, 
the president. This copy belonged to Cotton Mather ; and he 
has written on the inside of the cover the following: "Job 
xx xi. 35, 36. My desire is — that mine adversary had written a 
book. Surely I would take it upon my shoulder, and bind 
it as a crown to me. Co. Mather." This book was reprinted 
in Salem in 1796 and in 1823. The following concerning Calef 
was copied by Dr. Belknap into one of his memorandum- 
books : — 

" Robert Calef, author of ' More Wonders of the Invisible World,' 
printed at London in 1700, was a native of England ; a young man of 
good sense, and free from superstition ; a merchant in Boston. He 
was furnished with materials for his work, by Mr. Brattle, of Cam- 
bridge ; and his brother, of Boston ; and other gentlemen, who were 
opposed to the Salem proceedings. — E. P." 
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Mather was seriously exercised in his mind by the opposi- 
tion of Calef, and by the publication of his book ; and he gave 
free vent to his feelings in his manuscript Diary, extracts from 
which we here furnish. These extracts are chiefly from the 
recovered portions of the Diary found among the Belknap 
papers. The 10th of June, 1698, was set apart by Dr. Mather 
for the exercise of a secret fast ; and the concluding part of 
the entry, under this date, is as follows : — 

" Moreover, the Lord is furnishing of me with one special oppor- 
tunity for the exercise of his graces, under a trial of a very particular 
importunity. There is a sort of a Sadducee in this town ; a man who 
makes little conscience of lying, and one whom no reason will divert 
from his malicious purposes. This man, out of enmity to me for my 
public asserting of such truths as the Scripture has taught us about 
the existence and influences of the invisible world, hath often abused 
me with venomous reproaches and most palpable injuries. I have 
hitherto taken little notice of his libels and slanders ; but this con- 
tempt enrages him. I understand that he apprehends the shortest 
way to deliver people from the belief of the doctrines which not I 
only, but all the ministers of Christ in the world, have hitherto enter- 
tained, will be to show the world what an ill man I am. To this end, 
I understand he hath written a volume of invented and notorious lies, 
and also searched a large part of the books which I have published, and, 
with false quotations of little scraps here and there from them, endea- 
vored for to cavil at them. This volume he is, as I understand, 
sending to England, that it may be printed there. And now I thought 
it high time for me to look about me. 

" Wherefore, in my supplications, I first of all declared unto the 
Lord, that I freely forgave this miserable man all the wrongs which 
he did unto me ; and I prayed the Lord also to forgive him, and to do 
him good, even as to my own soul. But then I pleaded with the Lord, 
that the design of this man was to hurt my precious opportunities of 
glorifying my glorious Lord Jesus Christ ; and I could not but cry unto 
the Lord, that he would rescue my opportunities of serving my Lord 
Jesus Christ from the attempts of this man to damnify them. I submit- 
ted my name unto the disposals of the Lord, owning my deserts to have 
it vilified, and begging his help to bear it prudently and patiently if it 
must be vilified. But yet I earnestly besought the Lord, that, for the 

37 
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sake of the calumnies which ray Lord Jesus Christ once did suffer for 
me, I might be delivered from such calumnies as might unfit me to 
serve him : so I put over my calumnious adversary into the hands of the 
righteous God, unto whom I made my appeal against him. In those 
hands I left my adversary, as not having any other to appeal unto. 

" And I now believe that the holy angels of my Lord Jesus Christ, 
whose operations this impious man denies (which is one great cause of 
his enmity against me), will do a wonderful thing on this occasion." 

The 5th of November, 1700, was set apart as a day of 
fasting on account of an epidemical sickness. 

" But this was not all the occasion of my being thus before the Lord. 
Some years ago, a very wicked sort of a Sadducee in this town, 
raking together a crew of libels which he had written at several times, 
(especially relating to the Wonders of the Invisible Worlds which have 
been among us), wherein I am the chief butt of his malice (though 
many other better servants of the Lord are also most maliciously 
abused by him) ; he sent this vile volume to London to be published. 
Now, though I had often and often cried unto the Lord, that the cup 
of this man's abominable bundle of lies, written on purpose, with a 
quill under a special energy and management of Satan, to damnify my 
precious opportunities of glorifying my Lord Jesus Christ, might pass 
from me, yet, in this point, the Lord has denied my request. The 
book is printed, and the impression is this week arrived here. The books 
that I have sent over into England, with a design to glorify the Lord 
Jesus Christ, are not published, but strangely delayed ; and the books 
that are sent over to vilify me, and render me incapable to glorify the 
Lord Jesus Christ, — these are published. 

"I set myself to humble myself before the Lord under these 
humbling and wondrous dispensations, and obtain the pardon of my 
sins, that have rendered me worthy of such dispensations. I also set 
myself to beseech the Lord that he would assist me with his grace to 
carry it prudently and patiently, and not give way to any distemper 
under the buffets which are now likely to be given unto me, but imi- 
tate and represent the gentleness of my Saviour. 

" And I resigned the whole matter unto the Lord, praying that my 
opportunities to glorify my Lord Jesus Christ might not be preju- 
diced. Other supplications proper on this occasion I carried before the 
Lord, and a sweet calm was produced in my mind. I am assured 
there will fall out a remarkable thing." 
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"4d. 10 m. Wednesday. — My pious neighbors are so provoked at 
the diabolical wickedness of the man who has published a volume of 
libels against my father and myself, that they set apart whole days of 
prayer to complain unto God against him ; and this day particularly. 
Wherefore I also set apart this day for prayer in my study (but 
in the afternoon I went and prayed and preached with my neighbors) 
on that occasion. 

" I humbled myself before the Lord, and confessed and bewailed 
my sins, which gave a triumph unto his justice, in the humbling dispen- 
sation which was now upon me ; and I cried unto him, that I might be 
supported under it, and it might be sanctified unto me, and that my 
precious opportunities to glorify my Lord Jesus Christ might be pre- 
served. So I left the matter with the Lord." 

" 28 d. 10 m. Saturday. — The Lord has permitted Satan to raise 
an extraordinary storm upon my father and myself. All the rage of 
Satan against the holy churches of the Lord falls upon us. First 
Calf's book, and then Colman's, do set the people in a mighty ferment. 
All the adversaries of the churches lay their heads together, as if, by 
blasting of us, they hoped utterly to blow up all. 

" The Lord fills my soul with consolations, inexpressible consola- 
tions, when I think on my conformity to my Lord Jesus Christ in the 
injuries and reproaches that are cast upon me, and in my being so 
much forsaken by those that should appear with more vigor for the 
evangelical interests. 

" But I think it very necessary to be much in prayer at so critical 
a time as this, that the Lord would now stand by me (according to 
Jer. i. 19), and assist me to an exemplary patience and courage and 
watchfulness under the present storm, and hasten the period of 
it, and wonderfully defeat and confound the enterprises of mine and 
his church's adversaries, and. bring out of it vast benefits unto me 
and unto his churches. 

"Wherefore I set apart this day also for prayer, with fasting, 
before the Lord on this occasion. 

" The devotions of the day were much carried on by me with sing- 
ing agreeable psalms. But I had one circumstance about it, that my 
psalm-book always opened so that the first psalms I cast my eye upon 
were still the most agreeable, perhaps, of any that I could have 
chosen. This observation may easily be abused unto superstition ; 
but yet sometimes there is an angelical agency in those occurrences." 
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In February, 1700-1, he says, — 

" In this place, it may not be amiss for me to record one passage 
more : — 

6k Neither my father nor myself thought it proper for us to publish 
unto the churches our own vindication from the vile reproaches and 
calumnies that Satan, by his instrument Calf, had cast upon us ; but 
the Lord put it into the hearts of a considerable number of our flock, 
who are in their temporal condition more equal unto our adversary; to 
appear in our vindication. They came to us desiring that we would 
furnish them with memorials and evidences concerning matters of fact 
which they might produce on our behalf, and offering then to write 
what might be for the satisfaction of all good men concerning our con- 
duct. My father hereupon gave them divers letters of attestation 
from very considerable persons to his fidelity in his agency, and added 
a further instrument under his hand relating to that matter. I also 
sent them a large letter, signed by my own hand, concerning the chief 
of the points wherein I had been myself aspersed and abused. The 
brethren, being thus furnished, composed an handsome answer unto 
the slanders and libels of our slanderous adversary, and inserted into 
their answer the memorials which we had given them. Seven of them 
were by the rest pitched upon to set their names unto it ; and they 
did so. The book being hereupon printed, the Lord blesses it for the 
illumination of his people in many points of our endeavor to serve 
them, whereof they had been ignorant ; and there is also set before 
all the churches a very laudable example of a people appearing to vin- 
dicate their injured pastors, when a storm of persecution is raised 
against them. The Lord accept and reward this work of our faithful 
people ! It is entitled * Some Few Remarks.' " 

" 12 d. 12 m. Wednesday [1700-1].- — I happen to begin this new 
year of my life with a very agreeable employment. The six 
friends who published my vindication from the abuses of our calumni- 
ous and malicious adversary (the first of the seven is gone to a better 
world) being willing to commit their good cause into the hands of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, I sent for them, and spent this day with them in 
my study, where we fasted and prayed, and sang psalms ; and we also 
put over our adversary into the hands of our Almighty Lord, with 
supplications that he would send his angel to stop that ill man from 
going on any further in his wicked enterprise." 
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"5d. 2 m. Saturday [1701]. — I find the enemies of the churches 
are set with an implacable enmity against myself ; and one vile fool, 
namely, R. Calf is employed by them to go on with more of his filthy 
scribbles to hurt my precious opportunities of glorifying my Lord 
Jesus Christ. I had need be much in prayer unto my glorious Lord 
that he would preserve his podr servant from the malice of this evil 
generation, and of that vile man particularly. 

" I set apart this day for prayer, with fasting, before the Lord on 
this occasion : and I obtained assurance from heaven, that the Lord 
will gloriously defend me and employ me, and rescue and increase 
my opportunities ; and I shall quickly see a wonderful thing" 



" Some Few Remarks upon a Scandalous Book against the 
Gospel and Ministry of New England, written by one Robert 
Calef," &c. Boston, 1701. — This is the attempted Reply to 
Calef alluded to by Mather in his Diary above quoted. The 
motto on the title is significant, " Truth will come off Con- 
queror." 

" Entertaining Passages relating to Philip's War." By 
Thomas Church. Boston, 1716. — An edition of this book 
was published by Mr. S. G. Drake in 1827, in which he speaks 
of this first edition, but says he had never met with a copy of it. 
Mr. Drake printed from the second edition, published at New- 
port in 1772. I have heard that Dr. Stiles edited the Newport 
edition. It was embellished with a fanciful and frightful 
picture of the Indian king, Philip, from the graver of Paul 
Revere ; and an equally fanciful one of Colonel Church ; 
for I think the latter was taken from a picture of Charles 
Churchill, the poet, with the addition of a powder-horn slung 
around his neck. The first edition contained no portraits. 

" Bonafacius. An Essay upon the Good that is to be 
Devised and Designed by those who Desire to Answer the Great 
End of Life, and to Do Good while they Live," &c. Boston, 
1710. The running title is, " Essays to do Good." — « When I 
was a boy," writes Dr. Franklin to Dr. Samuel Mather, from 
Passy, May 12, 1784, " I met with a book entitled ' Essays to 
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do Good,' which, I think, was written by your father. It had 
been so little regarded by a former possessor, that several 
leaves of it were torn out ; but the remainder gave me such a 
turn of thinking as to have an influence on my conduct 
through life : for I have always- set a greater value on the 
character of a doer of good than any other kind of reputation ; 
and if I have been, as you seem to think, a useful citizen, the 
public owes the advantages of it to that book." 

u The Prey taken from the Strong ; or, an Historical Ac- 
count of the Recovery of one from the Dangerous Errors of 
Quakerism. By Peter Pratt, the Subject of that Mercy," &c. 
New London, 1725. 

Also " The Annals of Yale College," by Thomas Clap, 
New Haven, 1766 ; " A Faithful Account of God's Goodness to 
Mr. Ebenezer Taylor, of Yarmouth, Cape Cod," &c, by George 
Weeks ; a Tract, being the original of Franklin's " Narrative 
of the late Massacres, in Lancaster County, of a Number of 
Indians," 1764 ; a Discourse, by Cotton Mather, on Michael 
Wigglesworth, the author of the " Day of Doom," Boston, 
1705 ; a curious pamphlet, printed at Newport, on the De- 
structive Doctrines of James Macsparran, 1753 ; a copy of 
Washington's Farewell Address, printed at Boston by John 
Russell, 1796, and believed to be the first edition of this cele- 
brated paper printed in a book-form." 

Funeral Sermons and other occasional Discourses by Mather, 
Prince, and other of our New-England worthies, are too nume- 
rous to mention here. A few of the books named above are 
already in the library of the Society. 

Among the manuscripts in this collection is a large quan- 
tity of Dr. Belknap's Sermons ; covering, probably, the whole 
period of his ministry. One parcel was labelled " Sermons 
preached during the Revolution." Another parcel appears to 
have been selected for publication after his decease, and pro- 
posals were issued for such publication ; but, it is believed, it 
was never made. 
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There is a large quantity of manuscript material written 
out by Dr. Belknap in preparing his historical and biographi- 
cal works, with the last u copy " of much that was sent to the 
press. In a large number of memorandum-books, duodecimo 
and quarto, besides much that has been printed, there is con- 
siderable preparation made for a continuation of his American 
Biography, which he evidently intended to bring down to 
his own time. These books contain also a variety of original 
and selected matter on historical subjects, conversations with 
distinguished men of his day, anecdotes, &c, &c. The many 
letters carefully preserved among his papers show the large 
correspondence which he must have had with distinguished 
historical and literary as well as other public men throughout 
the country. 

His correspondence with Ebenezer Hazard, the Postmaster- 
General under the old confederation, and the editor of the 
two volumes of " Papers " which bear his name, was exten- 
sive. I find nearly two hundred and fifty of his letters ; 
and it would be desirable to recover Dr. Belknap's part of 
that correspondence, which is in possession of some member 
of the family of Mr. Hazard. Dr. Belknap kept but com- 
paratively few copies of his own letters. 

There is quite a number of the Letters of Dr. John Eliot 
to Dr. Belknap, written mostly during the residence of the 
latter at Dover, N.H., and penned with all the freedom which 
their intimate personal relations would inspire. 

His Account of his " Tour to the White Mountains " in 
1784, in company with Rev. Mr. Little of Wells, Dr. Cutler of 
Ipswich, Dr. Fisher of Beverly, and a few others, would be 
read with interest. 

There are thirty-four interleaved Almanacs of Dr. Belk- 
nap, from 1758 to 1798 inclusive (a few years being want- 
ing), which contain memoranda, in his hand, more or less ex- 
tensive, on a great variety of subjects, private and public. 
The extracts from some of the later ones here given are not 
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without interest. The following are minutes of the debates in 
the Massachusetts Convention which met in Boston in January, 
1788, for ratifying the Federal Constitution : — 

" Wednesday, Jan. 9. — The Convention of this Commonwealth 
met at the State House in this town to consider the new Constitution 
of Government for the United States. 

" Thursday, 10th, p.m.. — The representatives' room being too small 
to contain them, they removed to Mr. Thacher's meeting-house. 

" Friday, 11th. — The meeting-house being too large and high to 
hear one another, they got tired of it ; and on — 

" Saturday, 12th, returned to the State House. The number of 
them this day was three hundred and twenty-nine. A mixture of all 
sorts of characters ! Some of the insurgents of last winter among 
them ; several of Shays's captains and counsellors.* 

"Monday, 14th. — They complain of the place as too much 
crowded, and the air unwholesome ; but the weather is, and has been 
for some days, extreme cold. However, on — 

" Tuesday, 15th, they chose a Committee to provide some other 
place. This Committee came to me to speak for our meeting-house in 
Long Lane. I informed our society's Committee of it, and they agree 
to meet them to-morrow. 

" This day, a.m., the Convention were passionate and clamorous. 
p.m. — More mild. It is now said, that, if a vote were to be taken at 
this time, it would be against the Constitution. Some are determined 
against it, others for it. All the hope is that converts will be made 
among the moderate men. 

" Wednesday, 16th. — Our meeting-house in Long Lane preparing 
for the reception of the Convention to-morrow. Rainy. Several 
carpenters and other tradesmen exerted themselves to fit the house ; 



* " The Convention now sitting here is the largest and most complete representation 
that ever was made of the State of Massachusetts. Men of all professions, of all 
ranks, and of all characters, good, bad, and indifferent, compose it. The numbers 
against the Constitution are great. They have a few noisy leaders, — Widgery, Thomp- 
son, and Nason. Taylor is another: he is cunning and loquacious, but more decent. 
The best men, the best speakers, are in favor of it; and, by the discussion, new light 
breaks out daily, so that the friends of it are strengthened and confirmed ; and, it is 
said, converts are made among the moderate and silent members. How this is, time 
will discover. Several of Shays's officers are among the number." — Note by Dr. Belk- 
nap, under date of January. 
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and Thursday, p.m., the Convention removed into it. Debates on 
fourth paragraph, about the apportionment of representatives and 
taxes by numbers, — three freemen to five slaves. 

" Friday, 18th. — The same subject continued through the day. 
p.m. — Dana made an excellent speech ; spoke like an honest patriot, 
and a man of firmness. Gerry had been sitting, and biting the head of 
his cane, till this p.m., when a question was asked him, which he desired 
might be reduced to writing.* It was ; and, after a debate, he was 
desired to give his answer in writing. The question was, why 
Georgia had three representatives to our eight, and yet their last tax 
was but one-thirteenth of ours. 

"Saturday, 19th. — The Continental Senate under consideration. 
The speakers as follows : — 

" Cooley (querist) moved to pass it over. 

" Singletary, from Sutton, against it: the time for which they are 
chosen too long. 

" Deacon Davis, of Boston, spoke in favor of it. 

" Dr. Taylor, of Douglas, against it. 

" Thomas Dawes, pro, 

" Singletary, from Sutton. — Danger to posterity. 

" Cooley (querist to query). 

" General Brooks, jun. — Senate under sufficient checks. 

" Then Gerry's answer in writing was read. The tax was by 
compromise. Massachusetts moved for more than eight representa- 
tives, but could not obtain it. 

" Rufus King explained and enlarged on the same subject : said 
that no certain rule ever had been in the power of Congress, there- 
fore laid their taxes as they found the States able ; the judgment 
founded on conjecture ; and the money paid considered as so much, 
loaned on credit by each State, and to be settled hereafter. .The case 
of Georgia was, before the war, small ; much harassed by it ; since 
rapidly increasing ; the number of representatives no more than what 
they had, or would have, a right to, considering their increasing popu- 
lation. 

" Parsons asked whether they had not suffered by Indian wars. 



* Monday, Jan. 14. — " An order was made and passed, that Hon. Elbridge Gerry, 
Esq., be requested to take a seat in the Convention, to answer ariy questions of fact 
from time to time that the Convention may ask respecting the passing of the Constitu- 
tion." — Debates of the Massachusetts Convention. 

38 
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" Thompson brought in the case of Bagaduce, or Penobscot, in 
which we had advanced more than our proportion. 

" King answered : We never should gain a recompense but by such 
a Constitution as now proposed. 

" Thompson. — A parcel of pathetic nonsense. 

" Dawes reads requisitions of Congress about money proportioned 
among the States. 

" Dalton answers Thompson : The present Constitution gives us an 
advantage over Georgia and other small States. The confederation 
gave each one vote : now we have eight to their three ; or, taking in 
New Hampshire, nine to three. 

" Widgery asks whether their influence in the Senate was not as 
much as ever. 

" Dalton answers : Gain, upon the whole. 

" Snow. — Something about a porcupine. 

" Dana. — The Senate represents and secures the sovereignty of 
each State ; therefore equal voice. 

" Strong. — A detail of proceedings in Convention about Senate ; 
that Gerry was of the Committee about proportioning the Senate ; that 
the Committee was appointed because the small States were jealous 
of the large ones ; and the Convention was nigh breaking up but for this. 

" Dawes. — Query : Was the same Committee about representa- 
tives? Answer: No. 

" Jones, of Bristol, objected to the duration of the Senate. 

" Ames. — The Senate is to prevent the consolidation of the States, 
and keep alive their individuality and sovereignty. 

" Shurtliff objected to consolidation of the States. 

" Parsons. — Distinguish consolidation of the States from that of 
the Union: if the former, then all States swallowed up in one; 
but the Union is rendered firm and indissoluble by the Constitution. 

" Jones renews objection. 

" King answers : Senate will be checked by the Continental repre- 
sentatives ; by the Legislature of each State, who have a right to 
instruct ; and he is very bold who will dare disobey. It is necessary 
they should have a long duration ; nature of business requires it. 

" Taylor for recalling delegates within the year. 

" Cooley. — Queries : Whether a majority of senators present make 
treaties, if only three ? 

" Dana answers : 'Tis no Senate without a quorum. Two-thirds 
of a quorum necessary. 
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" Gerry informed the President that he was stating a number of 
facts respecting the Senate. (He had been writing at the table for 
some time.) 

" Dana adverted to the transaction of yesterday, and moved, that, if 
Gerry was preparing any thing, it was proper that a question should 
be proposed to him in writing. Gerry attempted to speak. Parsons 
insisted on his right, as a member, to be heard. A long altercation 
ensued about Gerry's attendance ; his right to state facts and give 
reasons ; and the time for adjournment came without his having oppor- 
tunity to give in what he intended, though a question was reduced to 
writing by Widgery to this purpose : * That Mr. Gerry be desired 
to give information respecting the Senate.' 

REMARKS. 

" It appeared to me that Gerry was premature in offering his 
statement before he was called upon ; that Dana was right in moving 
for a written question. And I suppose, had not many other members 
interposed their opinions, the matter might have gone on ; but, as they 
also insisted to be heard, the matter was protracted till one o'clock. 
Gerry certainly was the first yesterday to insist on having a question 
in writing. He then acquiesced in the determination to give his an- 
swer so. As he had now been preparing a written statement, he ought 
to have either waited till a question was proposed, or to have pri- 
vately procured somebody to put the question : his offering it was 
premature and irregular. After the adjournment, and before they got 
out of the house, Gerry and Dana had some pretty high words on the 
affair. It is my opinion, that, if Gerry had any regard to his own per- 
sonal dignity, he would not sit there to be moved as a machine only by 
the pull of both parties. 

"Monday, Jan. 21, a.m. — An intimation in the paper of this day, 
that an attempt had been made to bribe some members of the Con- 
vention, occasioned the appointment of a Committee to inquire into 
the matter. The article respecting the power of Congress to regulate 
the time, place, and manner of holding elections was under conside- 
ration. The speakers, King, Dana, Parsons, and Ames. Substance 
as follows: Sect. 4. It had been objected that this would give 
Congress power so to control elections as to perpetuate themselves. 
Answer : Representatives must be chosen according to numbers, 
and the people divided into districts. The first elections must be 
made by the State Legislatures. Men so chosen will not be fond of 
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altering the mode of election, if they mean to keep themselves in 
power. 

" If this State could confide in its own Legislature to regulate the 
election of its own members for Congress, yet what control could they 
have on the Legislatures of other States, if they were to do wrong ? 
The control must be in the General Government. Rhode Island have 
now a bill before them to confine elections to corporations, as in Eng- 
land ; and this is one of the great grievances complained of in England. 
They want to reduce Newport and Providence to two members only, 
as the smaller towns. Connecticut is represented by corporations 
also; South Carolina, by districts. Charlestown sends thirty. The 
back counties complain of inequality : they want an alteration in their 
Constitution. It cannot be made. But Congress are now to have 
power to see that the people are represented on the great principle of 
numbers. 

" The Senate and Representatives cannot play into one another's 
hands ; for the place of election of senators is limited, and the repre- 
sentatives cannot alter it. The principle on which representatives are 
elected is numbers ; and this is unalterable. 

" Friday, 25th. — A Mr. Smith, of Lanesborough in Berkshire, 
made an excellent speech in Convention, in which he gave a detail of 
the sufferings of the peaceable people in that quarter, last winter; 
deducing from thence the necessity of such a form of government 
as that now under consideration, and adducing several arguments 
and answers to objections in plain, familiar style, with a number of 
natural comparisons, in a strain of natural eloquence that was very 
pleasing and popular. 

" Monday, 28th. — Mr. King, in speaking on the Inspection Laws 
(Sect. 10, 1st Article), said this was introduced on account of the 
State of Virginia, where it is the custom to lodge the tobacco in pub- 
lic warehouses for inspection and for safety ; that the owner receives 
a certificate from the inspecting officer of the quantity of tobacco 
lodged there ; that the State insures it, while there remaining, from 
fire and other accidents ; that these certificates pass from one to an- 
other as bank-bills, and that the tobacco is delivered to the person 
who demands it, on presenting the certificate ; that, on receiving it, he 
pays the charge of inspection and storage, and a premium of insu- 
rance, which goes into the public treasury, and amounts to a duty on 
exportation. 

"P.M. — Mr. Coffin Jones read a letter from Alexandria in 



1858.] THE BELKNAP DONATION. 301 

Virginia, informing that that State had laid new duties on certain 
enumerated articles imported: among the rest, twenty per cent on 
beef, which amounts to a prohibition. This was to show the necessity 
of uniform imposts, as proposed in the Constitution. 

" The Executive Power (Art. 2) then came on. Mr. Gorham 
explained the nature of the President's office ; the advantage of the 
responsibility of one man, &c. 

" Mr. King stated the reasons for not appointing a Council, which 
were that the small States would insist on having one, at least ; and 
that would make another body similar to the Senate. Therefore it was 
thought, if in some cases the Senate might answer, and in others the 
President might require the opinion of the officers of State, that, 
in this case, secrecy, despatch, and fidelity were more to be expected 
than where there is a multitudinous executive. 

" Bishop, of Rehoboth, a noted insurgent, urged objections, which 
were founded, as usual, on a supposed breach of trust and suspicion of 
roguery in the President and Senate ; as that he might combine with 
foreigners ; make treaties to transport troops to any part of the 
world ; and then, having the power of pardon previous to conviction, 
might screen himself and other offenders. It was answered by Dana, 
Parsons, and King, that it was necessary to have power of pardoning 
previous to conviction, to prevent people, who might be led astray, 
from suffering ignominy ; that, if pardons were granted for secret 
offences, they could avail nothing, unless pleaded and recorded, — this 
would bring the crime to light ; that money was necessary to transport 
forces, and appropriations for this must be made by Congress* &c, &c. 
Old White said, that, if the President had the power of life, he had 
also the power of death, and that without a jury ; that, in our for- 
mer controversy with Britain, all the cry was, ' A jury, a jury, a jury ! ' 
but now we were giving up this darling privilege, &c. This raised an 
universal laugh. After it had subsided, Mr. S. Adams observed tha,t his 
friend was mistaken ; that the President had no power to put any man 
to death, but either to pardon him, or put him to his jury for trial. 

" The Federalists now seem to be sure of carrying the Constitution. 
Thompson, one of the Antifederalist champions, said this day publicly 
in the House, that, if the Constitution should be carried (a thing which 
he never before would admit as possible), it would be but by a bare 
majority, 

" Tuesday, 29th. — Rainy. I did not attend. This day the judi- 
ciary power was under consideration. 
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" Wednesday, 30th, p.m. — Pater West gave the Convention an 
excellent lecture on morality ; the necessity of their acting on princi- 
ple by reason, judgment, and conscience ; that if any of them had 
made a promise that they would vote against the Constitution, and 
were now convinced that it was right, they ought to repent of their 
wicked promise, and vote according to their judgment, &c. 

"Thursday, 31st, a.m. — On tests. Then the general question 
came on. Governor Hancock informed them of some propositions 
he intended to make p.m. 

" P.M. — The house very full. Hancock proposed some amend- 
ments. Adams spoke in favor of them ; Taylor and Thompson against 
them. Thompson adverted to what Smith had said some days ago. 
This brought up Smith, who gave a recital of the origin and progress 
of opposition to Government in Berkshire for seven or eight years 
past ; said the same spirit appeared here, &c. Insurgents vexed ; 
grew warm and passionate. Sedgwick explained. Smith made a 
concession, and went on ; told them a story of Dr. Bellamy preaching 
against swearing, &c. Nason made bustle about the galleries crack- 
ing. Dana said it came from those who wish to crack the Constitu- 
tion. Gorham vindicated the delegates to Philadelphia against the 
charge of exceeding their commission. 

" Pay-roll ordered to be made out to next Tuesday. 

" Hancock's Proposals to be printed. 

" Saturday. — A Committee to consider the propositions. 

" Monday. — Reported some additions. 

" Debate continued on the propositions for amendments till Mon- 
day ; and many proselytes were thereby gained to the Federal side. 
The Antifederal party, finding themselves weakened, began to think 
of an adjournment, which was openly moved for on — 

" Tuesday, 5th. — The reason assigned was, that, as new matter 
was brought forward, — viz., amendments, — it was proper they should 
consult their constituents. After a whole day's debate, the question 
was put and carried against the adjournment by a majority of ninety- 
nine ; the whole house being three hundred and twenty-nine. 

" Wednesday, Feb. 6, a.m. — S. Adams offered some additional 
amendments to secure the rights of conscience, liberty of the press, 
right to keep arms, protection of persons and property from seizure, 
&c. ; which gave an alarm to both parties. The Antifederalists sup- 
posed that so great a politician would not offer these amendments, 
unless he thought there was danger on these points. The Federalists 
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were afraid the new converts would desert. Adams perceived the 
mischief, and withdrew his proposal. Another renewed it ; but it was 
voted out, and Adams himself was obliged to vote against it : and four 
o'clock, p.m., was assigned to take the great question, which was done 
by yea and nay ; when the numbers were thus, — whole, three hundred 
and fifty-five : — 

" For the Constitution, with proposal of amendment .... 187 
Against it 168 

Majority in favor of it 19 

355 
N.B. — There were nine absent members . . 9 

364 in all.* 

" Several leaders of the minority acknowledged they had been can- 
didly used, and fairly beaten ; and promised, that, now the Constitution 
was established, they would submit, and use their influence to pro- 
mote peace and union. 

" Then, for two or three days, the town was over head and ears in 
joy, — bells, drums, guns, processions, &c. 

" It was matter of speculation how Mr. Adams came to propose 
such amendments. Many suspicions were formed ; and some thought he 
meant to overthrow the Constitution. Certainly it was the worst blow 
which had been given to it. In a week or two afterward came along 
a protest of the Pennsylvania minority, in which these very things are 
objected to the Constitution which he proposed to guard against by 
his motion. It is said the copies of these protests were purposely 
detained on the road ; but it is supposed Adams had a copy in a letter 
before the Convention was dissolved. 

" An attempt was made by the Antifederalists in Pennsylvania to 
throw an odium on the post-officers for detaining these and other 
papers ; but, in fact, the office has nothing to do with them. The car- 
rying of newpapers is a matter entirely between the printers and the 
riders, and is allowed to the latter as a perquisite. 

" N.B. — The tradesmen's meeting at the Green Dragon, previous 



* " Feb. 6, at five, p.m., the Convention ratified the Federal Constitution. It is 
remarked, that the same day ten years ago, and at the same hour of the day, the treaty 
between France and America was signed at Paris." — Note by Dr. Belknap. 
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to the sitting of the Convention, did a great deal of good. The story 
of it is : — 

" On . . . day of December, the twelve delegates chosen for Boston 
dined together at Governor Bowdoin's, by his invitation. There 
S. A. disclosed sentiments opposed to the Constitution, which were 
combated by the other gentlemen. At parting, A. said he was open to 
conviction. This took air on Friday. Saturday, J. A. and some 
others took care to spread it among the tradesmen (for it must be 
noted that a part of what S. A. said was that the tradesmen were against 
it). On Monday evening, a tradesmen's meeting was held, at which 
some a propos resolves were passed, which were published on Tues- 
day, and which helped to settle some wavering minds among the dele- 
gates, — J. H., J. W., C. J., and S. A. (as is supposed). Adams, in the 
course of debate in Convention, said but little : what he said was 
rather in favor of the Constitution. When it came to the last pinch, 
his introduced amendments had well-nigh overset it. When he per- 
ceived the uneasiness in the minds of both parties, he withdrew his 
motion. One of the Antifederalists revived it. Adams then opposed 
it; said he should vote against it, and actually did so. But it is 
thought his manoeuvre lost several votes for the Constitution. It 
is said C. J. was with him three evenings previous, persuading him not 
to make the motion ; but could not prevail." 

The following miscellaneous entries appear under this same 
year : — 

" This month of July, a brief issued by the Governor, by advice of 
the General Court, was sent to all the religious societies in the State 
for the purpose of collecting money as a fund for the lately insti- 
tuted society for propagating the gospel among the Indians and 
others." 

" Aug. 6. — At Governor Hancock's table, Mr. Gorham related 
to me the following instance of Indian fidelity, which happened the 
present summer : — 

" A company of gentlemen, interested in the lands lately purchased 
of this State, went up into the country of the Six Nations in order to 
get a deed from them of the same lands. When they had advanced 
into their country, the Indians (mistaking them for a company of 
Yorkers) sent them a message desiring them not to come any farther, 
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as they might meet with difficulty. They paused and deliberated. At 
length, Major Schuyler said he would write to Butler, a British officer 
at Niagara, with whom he was acquainted, to see if by his interest 
they might not be allowed to hold a treaty with the Indians. He gave 
this letter to an Indian, who promised to deliver it, and bring back an 
answer. The gentlemen tarried where they were. Major Schuyler 
was taken sick, and was obliged to be sent down the country. In his 
absence, the Indian returned. The gentlemen received him, and asked 
him if he had got an answer. He answered by the interpreter, Bean, 
' Yes ; but,' looking round, ' I do not see the man who is to receive it.' 
They told him he was taken sick, and was absent ; but they were of his 
company, and had the same interest in the matter, and asked him to 
deliver it to them. He refused. They consulted among themselves, 
and offered him fifty dollars. He spurned at the proposal. They con- 
sulted again, and concluded, as there was enough of them present, to 
take it from him by force ; and, as there was no danger of his escape, 
they desired the interpreter to communicate to him their intention. 
He did. The Indian drew his knife, clinched the letter in his hand, 
and declared, that, if they offered violence, he would plunge the knife 
into his own heart, and not survive the disgrace. They desisted from 
their proposal, told him the whole case, and asked him if he was will- 
ing to go a hundred miles to deliver the letter to the person to whom it 
was directed. He answered, ' Yes : ' he did not value fatigue, but would 
never be guilty of breach of trust. He accordingly went. The letter 
was favorable to their views ; and they have since bought the land." 

" Last June, the Rev. Mr. Little, of Kennebunk, visited the Penob- 
scot Indians, by order of the General Court, to require the ratification 
of the treaty made with them the summer before last, by General 
Lincoln, at Condiskeag. It happened that they were at home. He 
took with him several persons who were witnesses to the said treaty, 
which was about the cession of lands on each side the river. Having 
proceeded to the old Town, situate on an island about twelve miles 
above the head of the navigation, he was received with suitable 
respect in their council-house ; he being seated on one side, and the 
sachems on the other. When he attempted to begin, they told him 
they were not ready. Presently an old blind sachem was led in, and 
seated : then they were ready. This old man was incapable of busi- 
ness ; but such is their respect to age, that, when any important affairs 
are to be transacted, their old men must be present. Mr. Little 

39 
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recited the agreement ; held up the parchment ; produced the wit- 
nesses, whom the Indians recognized ; told them the conditions were 
fulfilled on the part of Government, and that they were required to 
sign the parchment. After consulting about an hour by themselves, 
they ' absolutely negatived the proposition.' Or song Neptune, their 
orator, pleaded their right to the soil, from five hundred years' posses- 
sion ; from the general peace among the French, Americans, British, 
and Indians ; from the promise of General Washington and the Gene- 
ral Court, in 1775 ; from their being of the religion of the King of 
France, and intending to remain so. He said, ' We know nothing 
about writing. We mean to have a right heart and a right tongue ; but 
we do not mean to have any thing to do with the treaty at Condiskeag, 
or that writing. 9 

"Mr. Little answered, 'Brothers and chief fathers of this tribe, 
it is true the great God made you, and put you on this earth to serve 
him. England, France, America, and you are at peace. But remem- 
ber that the lands you now hold were given you by the Massachusetts 
Government. General Lincoln told you at Condiskeag, that, by a for- 
mer war in Governor Pownal's day, you lost your right to this part of 
the country ; that, in 1775, the Massachusetts Provincial Congress at 
Watertown gave you six miles on each side the river from the head of 
the tide, on which you must now rest your claims.' He assured them 
that they should not be disturbed in their religion ; but requested 
them, in the name of the Government, to fulfil their agreement. They 
pleaded that their young men were not present at the treaty of Condis- 
keag. Little replied that the chiefs are now here who were then there, 
and they speak for the whole tribe. They said, ' Formerly governors 
used to speak kind to us ; but now [here the orator was growing pas- 
sionate, but the chiefs interrupted and checked him], — but now they 
speak otherwise. We did not understand what was then done ; we 
were urged and led contrary to our inclination.' 

" Little : ' You asked then for the blankets, powder, shot, and 
flints : Government now gives you all which you then asked, and has 
fulfilled their part. This parchment, signed by the Governor, conveys 
four times as much land as you had before ; and the articles are on 
board the vessel ready. Will you abide by the agreement, and put 
your hands to the seals ? ' 

" They answered, ' We have put our hands to many papers, but 
will not put our hands to that or any other hereafter, for ever.' 

" Little then told them, ' that, after breaking such an agreement, they 
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must not expect any more prosperity from Heaven or any favors from 
Government. Government will consider the agreement binding as 
established by words and witnesses, and will expect the same from 
you.' 

" He then addressed them on the subject of Peal's death,* and told 
them a court would meet at Pownalboro' in two weeks ; and that two 
of their chiefs and such witnesses as they thought proper might go, and 
be supported at the expense of Government. They promised an 
answer in three days. 

" The answer was, ' That their young men were going out on a 
hunt ; that Peal's wife and son were at Passamaquody ; that they 
should leave all matters of evidence to us, and rely on the judgment 
of the court/ This conference was on the 21st of June. About 
forty of their principal men present." 

" Oct. 20. — This evening, Captain Robert Wier told me, that, in 
1759, he was owner and master of a transport-schooner in the expe- 
dition to Quebec. From the foretop, he saw the landing of the troops 
at Montmorenci, and their attempt to ascend the very steep cliff, at 
the top of which the French troops were intrenched. They fired down 
upon them with great briskness. It was a clear day : all at once, 
from a small black cloud there came some drops of rain. Before he 
could descend the mast, he was wet through. This shower put an end 
to the action, as they could not maintain their fire, and gave the 
British an opportunity to make their retreat, which they did with 
great loss. He also said, that, on the day when the final battle was 
fought, he was about two miles distant above. He took out his watch . 
when the firing began, and held it in his hand till it ceased, which was 
but ten minutes. 

" This battle as well as that at Montmorenci were desperate 
attempts, which such a prudent commander as Amherst would never 
have made. The natural strength of the country was such that no 
ordinary manoeuvres could succeed. Rashness was necessary, and 
Wolfe was rash enough." 

" Nov. 6. — Attended a meeting of the Society for propagating 
the Gospel. Mr. Dexter sent in two letters assigning reasons why he 
disapproved the institution, and declined to be a member ; upon which 

* An Indian, who had been murdered by a white man. — D. 
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a vote was passed that we would excuse him. His reasons were, that 
it would be to no purpose to send missionaries among the Indians, 
while we ourselves set them so bad an example, not acting according 
to the religion -which we profess ; that he could not encourage a Cal- 
vinist mission ; and that the Indians had better not be taught at all, 
than taught Calvin's doctrines ; that, as to the English settlers at the 
Eastward and elsewhere, they might, if destitute, be supplied with 
Bibles and other religious books, and read them themselves ; that, as to 
baptism, he did not see the necessity of ministers to perform it, since 
the Dissenters in England thought any other person might do it, &c. 

" The amount of collections, in consequence of the late brief, is two 
hundred and eighty-seven pounds cash, and one hundred and forty- 
three pounds in various species of paper. A Committee chosen to 
advise and assist the Treasurer in placing the money in good hands, at 
interest." 

" The first sabbath in this month, a Popish chapel was opened in 
this town ; the old French Protestant meeting-house in School Street. 
A clergyman, who was dismissed from the French fleet in disgrace, 
officiates." 

The following is selected from the memoranda of the year 

1789: — 

"At overseers' meeting, Oct. 6, after dinner, Governor Hancock 
related the following anecdote : He was Chairman of a Committee 
of the town upon occasion of the massacre in 1770. They waited on 
Governor Hutchinson at his house, and demanded the removal of the 
regiments. He gave his consent to the removal of the twenty-ninth, 
the obnoxious one. They told him they knew no distinction, and 
demanded to have both removed ; and told him there were ten thou- 
sand men armed, and ready to come into town upon his refusal. He 
desired time for consideration, and trembled as he spoke. 

"The Committee met him again at the Council Chamber* the 
commanding officer of the regiments being present (Colonel Dairy m- 
ple). They renewed their demand. He endeavored to represent it 
as not in his power to order the king's troops, but wished the com- 
manding officer to do it. He said he waited the General's orders ; 



* Samuel Adams has always been represented as the Chairman of the smaller Com- 
mittee who waited on Hutchinson the last time to urge the removal of the troops. — D. 
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and finally Hutchinson was obliged to give orders for their removal, 
sorely against his will, because he wanted to retain one regiment in 
town. 

" The Committee communicated his orders, removed the guard and 
the sentries, and the troops began to prepare for a removal. Colonel 
Dalrymple came to Mr. Hancock, and told bim, that, two of the com- 
panies being posted at the west part of the town, he feared some 
mischief from their marching so far through an enraged populace ; 
and desired that one gentleman of the Committee would march with 
them. Accordingly, Mr. Hancock sent for Mr. W. Molineux ; and he 
consented to go. Molineux walked alongside of the two companies 
from West Boston to Wheelwright's wharf, where they embarked for 
the Castle." 

The brief entry relating to Washington's, visit to Boston 
in 1789 may properly find a place here. The portrait alluded 
to, taken by Gullager, is now in the possession of Mr. Edward 
Belknap, of New York. 

" Oct 24, Saturday. — General Washington arrived at Boston from 
New York. In the morning he reviewed General Brooks's militia, on 
Cambridge Common ; then proceeded through Bfookline and Roxbury, 
and was received at the entrance of the town by the selectmen and 
citizens, drawn up in two lines extending from Deacon Brown's green- 
house to the Lamb Tavern, arranged according to their several pro- 
fessions, distinguished by proper flags and devices. As soon as the 
President passed, the procession closed, and followed to the State 
House, where a temporary gallery was erected, and an arcade wk& 
suitable inscriptions. Here an ode was sung. Then the processipn 
passed, and saluted the General. He viewed the Independent Com- 
panies, and retired to his lodgings, Mrs. Ingersol's, in Court Street. 

" 25th. — He attended divine service at Trinity Church, a.m. ; and 
at Brattle Street, p.m. 

" 27th. — General Washington having appointed this day for the 
clergy of this town to wait upon him, we went at ten o'clock to his 
lodgings, and paid him our respects ; after which, he went to the 
chapel, and heard music, and then dined at Faneuil Hall by invi- 
tation of the Governor and Council. A very large company was 
invited. 
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" N.B. — While he was in the chapel, Gullager, the painter, stole a 
likeness of him from a pew behind the pulpit. 

" When I was introduced to General Washington, he said to me, 
' I am indebted to you, sir, for the " History of New Hampshire ; " and 
it gave me great pleasure.' 

" N.B. — Gullager followed General Washington to Portsmouth, 
where he sat two and a half hours for him to take his portrait; which 
he did, and obtained a very good likeness : after which, he laid aside 
the sketch which he took in the chapel ; which, however, was not a bad 



The following entries occur under the years 1795 and 
1797 : — 

1795, "July 7. — I set out in the mail-stage for Providence, 
Norwich, and Lebanon, to visit the family of the late Governor 
Trumbull, and select papers for the Historical Society. 

"9th. — Got to Lebanon ; staid there till 13th; then set out for 
home ; and arrived safe, 15th, at five o'clock, p.m. 

"Dec. 12. — Arrived at my house, the chests and boxes of papers 
from Governor Trumbull's at Lebanon. They were sent from Nor- 
wich, carted across Cape Cod, and thence brought up to Boston in a 
vessel from Barnstable, t 

1797, "June 19. — Sailed from New Bedford to Cuttehunk Island, 



* In Washington's " Diary from the 1st of October, 1789, until the 10th day of 
March, 1790," recently printed, is the following: " Tuesday, 3d [November, 1789, at 

Portsmouth]. — Sat two hours in the forenoon for a Mr. , painter, of Boston, at the 

request of Mr. Brick [probably Samuel Breck, Esq.], of that place, who wrote Major 
Jackson that it was an earnest desire of many of the inhabitants of that town that he 
might be indulged." 

Some Boston gentlemen, who thought that the painter should be rewarded for his 
trouble, made a raffle to raise a sum sufficient to purchase this picture. It fell to 
the lot of Daniel Sargent, jun., who presented it to Dr. Belknap. As stated above, the 
picture is now in the possession of Mr. Edward Belknap, of New York, a grandson of 
Dr. Belknap: and to his liberality the Society is indebted for the engraving from it, 
inserted on the preceding page; as also for the engraving of Dr. Belknap, on page 285, 
from a red-chalk drawing, taken after death, — both executed expressly for this volume. 
— D. 

f These valuable papers are in the cabinet of the Society. A letter from David 
Trumbull, the son of Governor Trumbull, requesting the Society to send a person to 
•elect these papers, may be seen in vol. ii., Fourth Series, of our Collections. — D. 
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and returned 20th. I there found the island in the pond where Cap- 
tain Gosnold built his fort and house, 1602. The cellar remains. 
" 21st. — Returned to Boston." 

In 1796, Dr. Belknap and Dr. Morse were appointed by the 
Commissioners of the Scots' Society for propagating Christian 
Knowledge, &c., a Committee to visit the Indians who were 
the objects of the Society's missions at Oneida and New 
Stockbridge, under the care of the Rev. Mr. Kirkland and the 
Rev. Mr. Sargeant. The Committee, in execution of this 
trust, set forward on what they say was " a long and tedious 
journey of over six hundred miles, in the heat of summer," 
on the 9th of June of that year ; and were absent about four 
weeks. The report which they made will be found published 
in the fifth volume of our Collections. Dr. Belknap kept a 
private journal of that tour, which has never been published, 
and which is preserved here among his papers. It will be 
found well worthy of perusal, and perhaps of publication. 

Besides the large amount of manuscripts connected with 
Dr. Belknap personally, — that is, either written by him or 
addressed to him, — there are many earlier papers, collected 
by him as materials of history and biography. Some of these 
will here be noticed. 

An autograph letter of Thomas Dudley to Governor Win- 
throp, one from the Apostle Eliot to Governor Endicott, and one 
from Roger Williams to John Cotton, of Plymouth, are deemed 
of sufficient interest to be copied entire. 

Thomas Dudley to John Winthrop. 

S r Since my cominge home I haue read over M r Lechfords booke, 
and find the scope thereof to be erroneous and dangerous, if not hereti- 
call, accordinge to my concepcon. — His tenet beinge that the office of 
apostleship doth still continew and ought soe to doe till Crists coming, 
and that a Church hath now power to make apostles as our Saviour 
Crist had when hee was heere, other things there are, but I pray you 
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consider of this & the insepable consequences of it : I heare that 
M r Cotton & M r Rogers know somethinge of the matter, or man, 
w* whome you may if you please conferre : I heare also that hee 
favoureth M r Lentall & hath so exprest himselfe since M r Lentall was 
questyoned by the ministers : It is easyer stoppinge a breach when it 
begins, then afterwards, wee sawe our error in sufferinge M rs Huchin- 
son too longe : I haue sent you the book herew th that in stead of 
puttinge it to the presse as hee desireth it may rather be putt into the 
fire as I desire : But I pray you lett him know that I haue sent the 
booke to you, that after you haue read it (vv ch I think you said you had 
not yet done) it may be restored to him : I rec yesterday a Ire from 
my lovinge freind M r Burdett to excuse himself of the sclaynder laid 
vpon him for baptiseing any ; w th some high straynes of other matter, 
w ch I haue answered. This is all I haue at present, w th due respect — 

therefore I take leave restinge Yo M 

Tho: Dudley. 

Rocksbury dec. 11. 1638. 

I suppose the booke to be rather coppyed out then contryved by 
M r Lechford hee beinge I thinck, not soe good a grecyan & hebritian 
as the author vndertakes to be. 

There was one heere to day of waymouth to buy treacle (as I 
heare) who reported that there are 60. psones sicke there of the spotted 
feaver except 3. of them of the small pox : If this be true the plague 
is begun in the Campe for this sinne of Peor. 

Labelled " Brother Dudley about Mr. Lechford's Book." 



John Eliot to John JEndicotL 

Right W b pfull S b This Sachem, the bearer hereoff saith y* his 
name is in the record of the Sachems who submited to your Govnm*, 
by the name of Ousamequin, though now his name be changed to 
Matchippa. Also he saith that Wompontupont Sachem of Quabaog 
was included in that submission, being under Nashshauanon the 
Sachem of Nashauwog, & was one who chose Nashshauanon to act 
on his behalfe, & is included in his submission, & also did contrybute 
unto that collection for a p r sent of 200 fathom, w ch they p r sented to 
the p r sent Governour. these things p r mised, they crave the benefit 
of your pmise w c h you made them at the time of their submis- 
sion, viz. Ptection. for Unkas did, 16 days sine, make a cruel 
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slaughter on your subjects, three he slew, one man & two women. 
& caryed away ^\e captives, they laugh at the name of o r Gov- 
no r , because they have a major whom they confide in. they desire 
justice, & they desire theire captives, they humbly request the 
p r formance of your p r mise. on this Arrand he is now sent, & desired 
me to write his petition, for to make knone the sume of what he hath 
to say, & thus requesting your pdon for my boldnesse, I remain e 

Your w r ps to serue you in o r . Lord 

John Eliot. 

Natik this 28 of the 1* 61. 

postscript, the leader of those that did this slaughter, & also did 
make a slaughter on your subjects last yeare, is the sonne of Sasakoos 
his wife, whom Unkas married. & begineth w*h these, to begin his 
revenge for your slaughter of his Freinds & kindred, the Pequots. 
this message he sent to the Sachems under your protection, he begineth 
VI th your skirts first. 

[Addressed] To the right wsf 11 M r Endecot 

Govrno r of the Massachusets 

these P r sent. 

Roger Williams to John Cotton, of Plymouth. 

Providence, 25 March, 1671 (so called). 

Sir, — Loving respects premised. About three weeks since, I 
received yours, dated in December,* and wonder not that prejudice, 
interest, and passion have lift up your feet thus to trample on me as on 
some Mahometan, Jew, or Papist; some common thief or swearer, drunk- 
ard or adulterer; imputing to me the odious crimes of blasphemies, 
reproaches, slanders, idolatries ; to be in the Devil's kingdom ; a grace- 
less man, &c. ; and all this without any Scripture, reason, or argument, 
which might enlighten my conscience as to any error or offence to God 
or your dear father. I have now much above fifty years humbly and ear- 
nestly begged of God to make me as vile as a dead dog in my own eye, 
so that I might not fear what men should falsely say or cruelly do 
against me ; and I have had long experience of his merciful answer to 
me in men's false charges arid cruelties against me to this hour. 

My great offence (you so often repeat) is my wrong to your dear 
father, — your glorified father, &c. But the truth is, the love and honor 

# « iot>r» in the original. The orthography of this letter is here modernized. — D. 

40 
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which I have always showed (in speech and writing) to that excellently 
learned and holy man, your father, have been so great, that I have 
been censured by divers for it. God knows, that, for God's sake, I 
tenderly loved and honored his person (as I did the persons of the 
magistrates, ministers, and members whom I knew in Old England, and 
knew their holy affections, and upright aims, and great self-denial, to 
enjoy more of God in this wilderness) ; and I have therefore desired 
to waive all personal failings, and rather mention their beauties, to pre- 
vent the insultings of the Papists or profane Protestants, who used to 
scoff at the weaknesses — yea, and at the divisions — of those they 
use to brand for Puritans. The holy eye of God hath seen this the 
cause why I have not said nor writ what abundantly I could have done, 
but have rather chose to bear all censures, losses, and hardships, &c. 

This made that honored father of the Bay, Mr. Winthrop, to give 
me the testimony, not only of exemplary diligence in the ministry 
(when I was satisfied in it), but of patience also, in these words in a 
letter to me : " Sir, we have often tried your patience, but could never 
conquer it." My humble desire is still to bear, not only what you 
say, but, when power is added to your will, an hanging or burning from 
you, as you plainly intimate you would long since have served my 
book, had it been your own, as not being fit to be in the possession of 
any Christian, as you write. 

Alas ! sir, what hath this book merited, above all the many thousands 
full of old Romish idols' names, &c, and new Popish idolatries, which 
are in Christians' libraries, and use to be alleged in testimony, argu- 
ment, and confutation ? 

What is there in this book but presseth holiness of heart, holiness 
of life, holiness of worship, and pity to poor sinners, and patience 
toward them while they break not the civil peace ? 'Tis true, 
my first book, the u Bloody Tenent," was burnt by the Presby- 
terian party (then prevailing) ; but this book whereof we now speak 
(being my Reply to your father's Answer) was received with 
applause and thanks by the army, by the Parliament, professing 
that, of necessity, — yea, of Christian equity, — there could be no 
reconciliation, pacification, or living together, but by permitting of dis- 
senting consciences to live amongst them ; insomuch that that excel- 
lent servant of God, Mr. John Owen (called Dr. Owen), told me before 
the General (who sent for me about that very business), that, before I 
landed, himself and many others had answered Mr. Cotton's book al- 
ready. The first book, and the point of permitting Dissenters, his 
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majesty's royal father assented to; and how often hath the son, our 
sovereign, declared himself indulgent toward Dissenters, notwithstand- 
ing the clamors and plottings of his self-seeking bishops ! And, sir (as 
before and formerly), I add, if yourself, or any in public or private, 
show me any failing against God or your father in that book, you shall 
find me diligent and faithful in weighing, and in confessing or replying 
in love and meekness. 

Oh ! you say, wrong to a father made a dumb child speak, &c. 
Sir, I pray forget not that your father was not God, but man, 
— sinful, and failing in many things, as we all do, saith the Holy 
Scripture. I presume you know the scheme of Mr. Cotton's Con- 
tradictions (about church-discipline), presented to the world by Mr. 
Daniel Cawdrey, a man of name and note. Also, sir, take heed 
you prefer not the earthen pot (though your excellent father) before 
his most high eternal Maker and Potter. Blessed that you were born 
and proceeded from him, if you honor him more for his humility and 
holiness than for outward respect, which some (and none shall justly 
more than myself) put upon him. 

Sir, you call my three proposals, &c, abominable, false, and wicked ; 
but, as before, thousands (high and holy, too, some of them) will won- 
der at you. Captain Gookins, from Cambridge, writes me word that 
he will not be my antagonist in them, being candidly understood. Your 
honored Governor tells me there is no foundation for any dispute with 
Plymouth about those proposals ; for you force no men's conscience. 
But, sir, you have your liberty to prove them abominable, false, and 
wicked, and to disprove that which I have presented in the book con- 
cerning the New-England churches to be but parochial and national, 
though sifted with a finer sieve, and painted with finer colors. 

You are pleased to count me excommunicate ; and therein you deal 
more cruelly with me than with all the profane, and Protestants and 
Papists too, with whom you hold communion in the parishes, to which 
(as you know) all are forced by the bishops. And yet you count me a 
slave to the Devil, because, in conscience to God, and love to God and 
you, I have told you of it. But, sir, the truth is (I will not say I excom- 
municated you, but), I first withdrew communion from yourselves for 
halting between Christ and Antichrist, — the parish churches and 
Christian congregations. Long after, when you had consultations of 
killing me, but some rather advised a dry pit of banishment, Mr. 
Peters advised an excommunication to be sent me (after the manner 
of Popish bulls, &c.) : but this same man., in London, embraced me, 
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and told me he was for liberty of conscience, and preached it ; and 
complained to me of Salem for excommunicating his distracted wife, 
and for wronging him in his goods which he left behind him. 

Sir, you tell me my time is lost, &c, because (as I conceive you) 
not in the function of ministry. I confess the offices of Christ Jesus 
are the best callings ; but generally they are the worst trades in the 
world, as they are practised only for a maintenance, a place, a living, 
a benefice, &c. God hath many employments for his servants. Moses 
forty years, and the Lord Jesus thirty years, were not idle, though 
little known what they did as to any ministry ; and the two prophets 
prophesy in sackcloth, and are Christ Jesus his ministers, though not 
owned by the public ordinations. God knows, I have much and long 
and conscientiously and mournfully weighed and digged into the 
differences of the Protestants themselves about the ministry. He 
knows what gains and preferments I have refused in universities, 
city, country, and court, in Old England, and something in New 
England, &c, to keep my soul undefiled in this point, and not to 
act with a doubting conscience, &c. God was pleased to show me 
much of this in Old England ; and in New, being unanimously 
chosen teacher at Boston (before your dear father came, divers 
years), I conscientiously refused, and withdrew to Plymouth, because 
I durst not officiate to an unseparated people, as, upon examination 
and conference, I found them to be. At Plymouth, I spake on the 
Lord's days and week-days, and wrought hard at the hoe for my 
bread (and so afterward at Salem), until I found them both professing 
to be a separated people in New England (not admitting the most godly 
to communion without a covenant), and yet communicating with the 
parishes in Old by their members repairing on frequent occasions thi- 
ther. 

Sir, I heartily thank you for your conclusion, — wishing my con- 
version and salvation; without which, surely vain are our privileges 
of being Abraham's sons, enjoying the covenant, holy education, holy 
worship, holy church or temple ; of being adorned with deep under- 
standing, miraculous faith, angelical parts and utterance ; the titles of 
pastors or apostles ; yea, of being sacrifices in the fire to God. 

Sir, I am unworthy (though desirous to be), 

Your friend and servant, 

Roger Williams. 

To Mr. John Cotton, at his house in N. Plymouth, 
these Present. 
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There is a fragment of several leaves in the handwriting of 
Governor Winthrop, which appears to consist of original memo- 
randa, the substance of some of which was afterwards incorpo- 
rated into his journal. It may prove that some of these 
memoranda have never yet been printed. It requires labor 
and patience to decipher Winthrop's hand. 

The " Descriptive and Historical Account of New England, 
in Verse," by Governor Bradford, — published in the third 
volume, pp. 77-84, of our Collections, — is here found in the 
autograph of the author. An early copy of these verses exists 
in our archives, by which the part wanting can be supplied. 
The true heading to this production is, " Some Observations 
of God's merciful Dealing with us in this Wilderness, and his 
gracious Protection over us these many Years. Blessed be his 
Name." 

There is here an original diary of Increase Mather, 1675 and 
1676, which will probably repay perusal. Dr. Belknap copied 
pretty extensively from another diary of Mather, covering the 
period from 1674 to 1687 inclusively, and which was doubtless 
the same that was once in the possession of Prince, but, unhap- 
pily, is wanting among these papers. A few of Dr. Belknap's 
" extracts " from this diary here follow : — 

" 1674. — The college in a low, sinking state. 

"July 16. — Cotton, having received some discouragement at the 
college, by reason that some of the scholars threatened him, &c, as 
apprehending that he had told me of their miscarriages, he returned 
home to me. 

"Oct. 13. — The General Court summoned the President (Dr. 
Hoar) and scholars to appear, and give an account of the state of 
affairs, &c. The issue was, that the deputies voted to dismiss the Pre- 
sident from his place. The magistrates not so fully assenting, it was 
voted, that, if the college did not [blank] by the next General Court, 
the President should be dismissed without any further hearing of the 
case. 

"Nov. 15. — The scholars, all except three whose friends live in 
Cambridge, left the college. 
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" Dec. 24. — Mr. Oxenbridge was taken ill in the midst of his ser- 
mon, as he was preaching his Lecture : his sight failed him, that he 
could not read his notes; also his memory failed. He continued 
speaking, but immethodically, about a quarter of an hour ; but forced to 
leave off, and was carried home in a sedan. He continued lethargical 
till 29th of 10th month, and then ceased his labors. 

" 1675, 11th day, 1st month. — I did, by the unanimous desire of 
the Overseers of the college, then assembled, accept of a Fellowship 
in the college. 

" 15th day, 1st month. — Dr. Hoar resigned his Presidentship to 
the Overseers of the college, who, with the corporation, desired Mr. 
Oakes to be President, pro tempore, till after the commencement. 

" 26. ■ — The corporation met at Cambridge to consider about choos- 
ing Fellows, &c. Mr. Richards and I voted for Mr. Corbet ; Mr. Oakes, 
Mr. Shepard, and Thacher voted for Mr. S. Danforth ; Mr. Gookin 
was neuter. I told the corporation that Mr. Danforth would meet 
with opposition among the Overseers, because of his subscribing against 
the former President ; and I thought it was no prudence to revive those 
matters, but studiously to avoid temptations of that [blank]. But Mr. 
Shepard's spirit was raised ; and he said that now he was resolved 
more for Mr. D., and against Mr. C, than before ; and, if the Overseers 
did object that against him, he would take that as to himself. Mr. 
Oakes also said, that, except the Overseers would declare an absolute 
amnesty as to what was done against the former President, he would 
not accept of the Presidentship pro tempore ; and so he desired 
there might be an Overseers' meeting to clear that matter. 

" At night I went to the Governor's, and acquainted him with pro- 
ceedings, and mentioned that of another Overseers' meeting. He was 
not free that there should be any meeting before the General Court. 

" I desired of the corporation, that the scholars might have their 
studies as formerly ; viz. , that they might have them who last pos- 
sessed them : but it was objected, that that would be to put more respect 
upon those scholars that continued in the college till the last than upon 
those who opposed the doctor, &c. And so it could not be granted, 
except my urgency did cause a concession; but I was not willing that 
it should be on my account, and said that I would not urge it, only 
propound it. 

" By these (in my weak judgment) wilful and selfish motions, the 
hopes of the college's reviving are at present dashed. It may be, the 
sin for which this desolation is come upon the college is not seen and 
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lamented as [it] ought to be ; and so the Lord is pleased to frown still. 
I believe that the violence of the [blank] conduct is one special cause 
of this calamity ; but (Mr. Oakes, &c.) better men than myself will not 
believe that there is such guilt. Lord, help and guide ; and let thy 
servants see wherein they have failed. 

" Sept. 30. — The Overseers met to consider the state of the col- 
lege. It was a very uncomfortable meeting. Sad heats and reflec- 
tions. This time the Lord kept me, that I did not speak one passionate 
word (that I remember), but expressed my dissatisfaction in some 
particulars (especially that of abusing freshmen as they come into the 
college) moderately and lovingly. Yet Mr. T. did strangely turn upon 
me (though none heard but myself what he said), that he wondered at 
my great [blank] against his son. I asked him what he meant ; told 
him he was [blank], and in a passion, and grieved the spirit of God by 
such words [blank]. At evening, I went to his house to know what 
he intended. He told me those words were suddenly spoken ; he 
was sorry for them, &c. ; only he was troubled that I had deprived his 
son of two of his pupils. I told him I had only taken my own son, 
and gave my reasons for it ; at which he seemed to think I had just 
cause for what I did. 

" Ah, poor New England ! thou art sick in the head and in the 
heart, and not like to live long ! 

" Nov. 28. — Dr. Hoar died, having been brought into a consumption 
by the grief he sustained through afflictions when President of the col- 
lege. A solemn stroke ! It will occasion (in probability) this country 
[to] be ill thought of in England, that such a man should have his 
heart broken among his friends in New England. 

" 26th day, 11th month. — I heard, that, whereas at New York they 
had passed an order that no corn should come to Boston, their corn 
was rusty, moulded, and there sold for eighteen pence the bushel ; and 
now they are willing that Boston should be supplied with it. 

" 10th day, 12th month. — A dismal providence this day. Lancas- 
ter was set on by the Indians. Mr. Rowlandson pastor of the church 
there. His house was assaulted. They took some of them alive, 
among whom was Mrs. Rowlandson. The Lord now speaks solemnly 
to ministers, inasmuch as a minister's family is fallen upon, and his wife 
and children taken by the enemy. 

" 1676, May 3. — Election Day. This day Mrs. Rowlandson was, 
by a wonderful hand of Providence, returned to her husband, after she 
had been absent eleven weeks in the hands of the Indians. 
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" May 14. — Mr. Usher died. A sad stroke to the town and coun- 
try ; God having blessed him with a great estate and a public spirit, 
willing to do good generally. He was very helpful at this time in 
lending money to carry on the war against the Indians. Alas that 
such men should be taken away when there is most need of them ! 
He was a special friend to ministers, who weekly met at his house. 
The next night, Mr. Russell, the magistrate, died ; also Mr. Danforth 
taken sick ; so that there could be no court sitting, because not a com- 
petent number of magistrates. Awful providences ! 

" June 7. — The army abroad took twenty-nine Indians, and brought 
them to Boston. One was that squaw that domineered over Mrs. 
Rowlandson. 

" Aug. 12. — This day, Philip was killed. 

" 1677, July 8. — A Quaker woman dressed herself up after a hor- 
rid manner, and came into [blank] meeting-house. Many women 
thought she had been the Devil ; were frightened into fits. One mis- 
carried, and died. 

"1681, July 24. — Precious Mr. Oakes died suddenly. 

" Sept. 22. — There were three persons executed in Boston, — an 
Englishman for a rape ; a negro man for burning a house at North- 
ampton ; and a negro woman who burnt two houses at Roxbury, 
July 12, in one of which a child was burnt to death. The negro 
woman was burned to death, — the first that has suffered such a death 
in New England." 

The diary, or journal, of Lawrence Hammond is fortunately 
recovered among this collection. It was once in the possession 
of Prince, who cites it among his authorities thus (Annals, 
i. 7) : " An Original Journal of the late Capt. Lawrence Ham- 
mond, of Charlestown and Boston, from 1677 to 1694, inclu- 
sively." 

A copy of the preface to Hubbard's History is also found 
among these papers ; not in Dr. Belknap's hand, but in that of 
a contemporary. The unavailing efforts made to recover the 
missing portions of this History may be seen in vol. iii., Third 
Series, of our Collections. The preface here follows : — 
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Preface to Hubbard's History. 

It is now near fifty years since a great number of religious people 
transported themselves and families into America. It cannot but be 
expected, that, after so long a time, some account should be given of 
the success of the enterprise ; which, although it hath long since been in 
part endeavored, and in some particulars performed, yet a general dis- 
course of the whole affair hath never before this [been] taken in hand : 
which may in some measure excuse the imperfection of the present 
work, the whole design of which is only to render a just account of the 
proceedings of that people, together with the merciful providences of 
the Almighty towards them. 

It is granted on all hands, that the principal intendment of that 
plantation, from the very beginning thereof, was religion, and liberty 
of conscience; and the civil government there established by the 
royal charter was so contrived as to be most suitable thereunto. 

As for the sad occurrences that of late have happened among them, 
wherein they have been buffeted by the messengers of Satan, and so 
have been called to make use of the sword as well as the trowel, an 
account hath formerly been given thereof ; * which hath occasioned 
some, that were concerned in the publication of that business, to search 
more narrowly into the beginning of things relating to that plantation, 
tracing them to their first original ; the series and order of which is 
here presented, that it may appear to the view of all from what begin- 
ning, and by what degrees, they have been carried on to the state 
wherein they now stand. Truth and faithfulness, with plainness of 
speech, are attended by them who have had any hand in the compiling 
thereof; nor is any thing material, that might help to a right and full 
understanding of the state and condition of that place and people, 
willingly by them omitted, and not taken notice of, or recited to a con- 
trary end than it was intended : for, they having had no small advantage, 
by many years' experience, to attain unto a full understanding of all 
the most considerable passages, with the several circumstances that 
have there fallen out, more credit belongs to the report. 

The compiler of this History was carried into the country of New 
England about forty-eight years since, all which time he hath spent in 
that part of the world, save two or three years, when he was absent 

* Hubbard published a Narrative, in 1677, embracing an account of Philip's 
war. — D. 

41 
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in his native country ; * and, being of years able to observe many pas- 
sages of Providence when he was first transported thither, it is proba- 
bly to be supposed he could not be ignorant of the most important 
affairs that were transacted during the whole time of his abode here. 
And, for other things, he hath not wanted the best advantages to be 
acquainted with all such matters as may be thought were worthy to 
be communicated to posterity, either by the original manuscripts of 
such as had the managing of those affairs under their hands, or were 
related by the persons themselves concerned in them, being upon the 
place at the time when such things were transacted, and so were eye- 
witnesses thereof. 

Cotton Mather's manuscript diary for the years 1681, 1693, 
1697, 1700, 1705, and 1718, is here brought to light. Our 
Society were already in possession of the portions which relate 
to the years 1683, 1685, 1686, 1698, 1701, 1702, 1706, the con- 
clusion of the year 1718, 1721, and 1724, which probably came 
to us from Dr. Belknap's family. The part for the year 1681 
lacks one or more leaves at the beginning. A considerable 
portion of Mather's diary is in the library of the Antiquarian 
Society. Some extracts relating to Calef's book have been 
given above. Much, worthy of publication, might be gathered 
from this diary ; and the whole now known to be extant should 
be submitted to some judicious person for that purpose. 

There is a curious manuscript autobiography of Rev. Hugh 
Adams, who was pastor of a church at Dover, N.H., for a num- 
ber of years. The following is a portion of the title : — 

" A Narrative of Remarkable Instances of a Particular Faith, and 
Answers of Prayers, vouchsafed by the Sovereign Grace of God in 
Christ Jesus ; Pre-ordinated so, apparently, for the Confirmation of such 
Singular Truths as have been so Revealed in and by the Holy Scrip- 
tures of the Prophets and Apostles. For the Glory of Christ Jesus, 
Emmanuel ; and for the Growth of his True Church, to Her Edifica- 
tion in Knowledge and Wisdom, Grace and Comfort ; And to increase 



* " By this account, it appears that Mr. Hubbard came to America about two years 
after Boston was first planted ; and he was one of the first class of graduates in Cam- 
bridge College." — Note of the Transcriber. 
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the Number of Her Genuine Children. By the Example of Mercy and 
Judgment in the Life of Hugh Adams, A.M., Pastor of a Church in 
Dover, in the Province of New Hampshire, alias Piscataqua. Recol- 
lected by him (in the Strength of that Promise in John xiv. 26) at 
his spare Hours from Dec. 7, 1724, to March 27, 1725. And the 
preceding Thesis also," &c. 

The following notice of Adams's book, as appears from a 
paper before me, is from the Records of New Hampshire : — 

"In the House of Representatives, May 20, 1725. — Whereas the 
Rev. Mr. Hugh Adams hath addressed a manuscript to his Honor 
the Lieutenant-Governor and General Assembly, entitled a 'Theoso- 
phical Thesis,' &c, with an Appendix under the title of ' Remarkable 
Instances,' &c, praying the countenance and grant of the Government 
for the publication thereof : Now, forasmuch as the contents of said 
manuscript are principally controversial points of divinity, and some 
enthusiastical accounts of God's judgments, &c, and therefore more 
properly the object of consideration for an ecclesiastical than a civil 
council, — Voted, That the Rev. the gospel ministers of this Province 
be, and hereby are, desired to take the said whole manuscript under 
their consideration, and report to his Honor and the General Assem- 
bly their opinion thereon, to the end that the publication thereof may 
be countenanced or discouraged, and the said manuscript disposed of 
as may be most for the glory of God. 

"James Jeffrey, Oler. Assy. 
" In Council, ead. die, 

" Read and concurred. " R. Waldron, 01. Con. 

"In Council, Dec. 29, 1725. — Voted, That the report of the Rev. 
ministers upon the manuscript entitled a ' Theosophical Thesis,' &c, be 
accepted, and that the Rev. gentleman have the thanks of the Govern- 
ment for the same ; and Ordered, that the said manuscript be lodged in 
the Secretary's office; and that the Clerk of the Council be, and is 
hereby, directed not to give a copy of the said manuscript, or any part 
thereof, directly or indirectly, to any person, on any pretence whatever, 
without the leave or consent of the General Assembly. 

" R. Waldron, 01 Oon. 

"In House of Representatives, Jan. 1, 1725-6. 

" Read and concurred. " James Jeffrey, 01. Assy." 
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From this narrative, which seems to be only the Appendix 
to the " Theosophical Thesis," here wanting, we are told that 
the author was brought up in Boston, and was educated at 
Cambridge ; where, as appears from the Triennial Catalogue, 
he was graduated in 1797. The next year, he went to South 
Carolina, remaining there till about 1706, when he returned 
to New England. In 1707, he was settled at Braintree, Mass. ; 
in 1711, he removed to Chatham, Cape Cod ; in 1716, he re- 
sided for a short time at Georgetown, on Arrowsick Island, in 
Maine ; and the next year he removed to Dover, where, for a 
number of years, he was minister of the Oyster-River Parish, 
now included in the present town of Durham. The following 
notice of him by Dr. Belknap, chiefly gathered from this nar- 
rative, is found among his papers : — 

"In 1716, during his residence at Arrowsick, he received a visit 
from Sebastian Halle, a French Jesuit, who was then in the sixtieth 
year of his age, and was missionary to the Norridgwock tribe of Indians 
on Kennebec River. Ralle was troubled with an arthritic tumor, and 
pains in his shoulders, and applied to Adams as a physician, who in 
two or three days completed his cure, and did it gratis ; by which 
means he supposed Ralle was laid under such obligations as would 
for ever prevent his influencing the Indians to any further hostilities 
against the eastern settlers. When Ralle's letters to the Government 
of Massachusetts discovered his intentions to abet the Indians in the 
mischief they were meditating, Adams looked upon it to be such an 
atrocious act of ingratitude, that he had a warrant to pray for his 
destruction, which he did for three years together ; and he also published 
a prophecy in the newspaper, which he entitled ' A Watchword of 
Warning to the Beaver-loving Friend of the Eastern Indians ' 
(' Courant,' December, last week, 1722) ; and when Ralle was 
killed, in 1724, he triumphed in the event as a fulfilment of his 
prediction. 

" About the same time, there was a considerable revival of singing 
among the people of New England ; the old, irregular method being, 
in many places, laid aside, and a decent, regular one adopted, agree- 
ably to the rules of music. Adams fell in with this new mode ; and 
his predilection for it rose to such an height, that, recollecting the cir- 
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cumstance of a victory gained by Jehoshaphat after he had appointed 
singers to go before the army (2 Chron. xx. 21), he confidently 
expected some great advantage would be gained over the Indians ; 
and when four of them were killed within the bounds of his parish, on 
June 10, 1724, — one of whom, by his dress and ornaments, he sup- 
posed to be a natural son of the Jesuit Ralle, — he publicly gave out 
that his expectation was answered : and the taking of Norridgwock he 
gloried in, as an unanswerable demonstration of the truth of his 
opinion. In the like strains of enthusiasm, he supposed that - the com- 
mand given to the Israelites, to sound an alarm with trumpets when 
they went out to war (Num. x. 9), was obligatory on him; but, hot 
being able to provide trumpets of silver, he got two horns, and made 
two of his sons blow them before his house, while his eldest son was 
gone out as a volunteer in a scouting-party : and to this circumstance • 
he ascribed the preservation of his whole family during the Indian 
war, in an exposed frontier settlement, — Oyster River. 

" In the year 1717, the Indians at the eastward appeared to threaten 
mischief, and many people were afraid of a war ; but Adams thought, 
if he could gather a church, or, as he phrased it, * plant a vine- 
yard,' at Oyster River, he might depend on four years' suspension of 
the war ; grounding his confidence on the parable, Luke xiii. 6, &c. 
Upon this he went about persuading his parishioners to form into a 
church; and in March, 1718, he collected ten brethren, and was 
ordained over them as their pastor. When some of his people, 
observing the surly behavior of the Indians, asked his advice about 
removing to garrisons, he told them it was needless, for there could be 
no war till the ' three years ' were expired wherein the Master should 
come ' seeking fruit.' At the beginning of the fourth year (1722), he 
gave them warning, that, unless they ' bore fruit,' that would be the 
last year of peace ; and it accordingly happened so. 

" He had taken a great dislike to the wearing of wigs and hoop- 
petticoats; and his zeal against them was so high, that he wrote a 
thesis, which he published* at the commencement 1722, inveighing 
bitterly against these i idolatrous ' modes, and prognosticating judg- 
ment upon the land if they were not laid aside. Some of his lines 
on this occasion are as follow : — 



* Probably not printed. — D. 
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• Therefore I must adventure to divine, 
If reformation can't among you shine 
Quickly in wigs and hoops ; the mistake's mine 
If on frontier's food savages shan't dine 
Before one year's expired, &c. 
Alas ! such Frenchified fashions will, 
I fear, cause them much English blood to spill 
In a short time, by the united skill 
Of French and Indians' howling voices shrill, 
With guns and hatchets, spied on every hill ; 
Cutchillas, too, to scalp poor captives, till 
Few in such trespass dare to go on still. 

Ps. lxviii. 21. 
The rules whereby I thus prognosticate 
So sacred are, none should abominate 
To view the same here quoted, not too late : 
Whereon I pray you well to meditate. 

Luke xiii. 8, 9 ; Lev. xxvi. 22-25, 33 ; Deut. xxviii. 58, 61 ; Isa. v. 26, vii. 18 ; 
Jer. xxviii. 16 ; Zeph. i. 8, 11 ; Mai. iii. 9.' 

" He supposed, that for 4 the anti-Christian hairy scalps of the men, 
and the women's Diana of great hoops, there must be the scalping of 
so many inhabitants and soldiers at our frontiers till at least three 
years be expired.' He was not so fortunate in another prophecy 
which he tacked to this ; viz., ' After a little cessation, except refor- 
mation therein be regarded, seven times three years' war more may be 
feared and expected; from Lev. xxvi. 21, 23, 24, 28.' " 

Something further concerning Adams may be found in the 
New-Hampshire Historical Society's Collections, vol. v. p. 135. 

A manuscript of Jabez Fitch, pastor of the North Parish, in 
Portsmouth, N.H., from 1724 to his death in 1727. The fol- 
ing is the title : — 

" A Brief Narrative of several Things respecting the Province of 
New Hampshire, in New England, in Four Chapters. 1. Of the 
Bounds, first Settling, and Government of the said Province. 2. Of 
Piscataqua River. 3. Of the several Towns within this Province, and 
the Ministers thereof, that have been, and are at Present. 4. Of the 
Troubles with the Indians within this Province, from the first Begin- 
ning of the Indian Wars to the last Pacification. By Jabez Fitch, 
V.D.M. In Portsmouth." 
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Dr. Belknap, in the preface to his " History of New Hamp- 
shire," acknowledges the aid he derived from the manuscripts 
of Mr. Fitch. He obtained from them facts which he could find 
nowhere else. The narrative is dedicated " To the Honorable 
John Wentworth, Esq., Lieutenant-Governor and Commander- 
in-Chief in and over his Majesty's Province of New Hampshire, 
in New England." 

Here are found fifty autograph, unpublished, letters of Dr. 
Isaac Watts to Dr. Colman, from 1723 to 1747. Mr. Turell, 
in his admirable Memoir of Dr. Colman, says, " From his long, 
endearing, and intimate friendship and correspondence with 
Dr. Isaac Watts, our country and churches have reaped many 
advantages." 

There is "An Account of the Life and Death of John 
Loring, of Hull, who died Sept. 19, 1714, eighty-four years of 
age ; drawn up by his son, Israel Loring, in 1749." 

There is the Letter-book of Edmund Quincy, the father of 
Mrs. Hancock, and the author of a treatise on hemp-husbandry, 
containing a correspondence with his daughter and Mr. Han- 
cock at Philadelphia, written during the siege of Boston, and 
dated at Lancaster, Mass., to which place he had retired while 
Boston was occupied by the British troops. These letters 
exhibit great spirit and intelligence, and many of them will be 
found worthy of publication. 

This notice of the Belknap donation might be greatly ex- 
tended ; but it is not my purpose to furnish a catalogue of 
this collection, but rather to give some general idea of its con- 
tents and character. I will remark, however, that the number 
of early manuscripts, besides those I have named, is not large.* 
The whole collection exhibits Dr. Belknap's great industry, his 
true appreciation of authorities in his historical studies, and 
the plans he had made for the future. Ample evidence here 

* A collection of valuable manuscripts, embracing the period from 1665 to 1776, 
once in the possession of Dr. Belknap, and now forming three volumes of " Belknap 
Papers," have, for many years, been in the cabinet of our Society. — D. 
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exists, if it had been wanting, of his agency in founding our 
Society, and of his continued interest in it. In the midst of 
his labors, which were full of activity and usefulness, Dr. 
Belknap was suddenly called away. The last entry he made 
in his almanac was under date of May 12, 1798.* On the next 
page, in another hand, is the following : " 20 June, Jeremy 
Belknap died in his house in Lincoln Street, Boston, of apo- 
plexy, and was placed in the family tomb, near the south-east 
corner of the burial-ground on Tremont Street." 



On motion of Mr. Ticknor, the following orders 
were unanimously adopted : — 

Ordered, That the grateful acknowledgments of this 
Society be presented to Miss Elizabeth Belknap for her 
gift of the very valuable manuscripts of her father, the 
late Rev. Jeremy Belknap, D.D., together with such of 
his printed books and tracts relating to American his- 
tory as are not already in its possession. 

Ordered^ That be a Committee with full powers 

to cause the manuscripts, books, and tracts, thus pre- 
sented by Miss Belknap, to be arranged and bound for 
careful preservation, in a manner becoming their rarity 
and value, and the great respect felt by the Society for 
Dr. Belknap, its founder. 

Ordered, That the President be requested to address 
a letter to Miss Belknap, enclosing the preceding orders, 
and expressing the satisfaction felt by the Society in 
receiving such a striking proof of kindness and regard 
from a still surviving member of the immediate family 

* The last entry in his Meteorological Journal was on the evening of June 19, the 
day before his death. — D. 
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of one to whose talents, labors, and sacrifices this 
Society was so deeply indebted during the earliest and 
most difficult period of its past history. 

Ordered^ That the Committee appointed under the 
second of these orders report, in writing, when they 
shall have completed their duties. 

The President nominated Messrs. Ticknor and Deane 
to constitute the Committee provided for in the second 
order. 

Mr. Bobbins, after a few remarks, presented to the 
Society, as a gift from the class of 1829, a portrait of 
Hon. Josiah Quincy, the senior member of this Society, 
which had been painted for the purpose by Mr. Wight, 
of Boston. In explanation of the circumstances under 
which the gift was suggested and had been provided for, 
he laid before the meeting the following correspond- 
ence : — 

Boston, Jan. 16, 1858. 
Hon. Josiah Quincy. 

Dear Sir, — At the annual dinner of the class of 1829, 
on Tuesday, the 14th of January, your name was mentioned, 
as is our custom, with great gratitude and respect. Allusion 
was also made to the fact that your birthday is near at hand ; 
and the suggestion was offered, that it would be a most appro- 
priate, and to all your friends a most desirable, mode of 
signalizing that anniversary, to request you to sit for your 
portrait, that your likeness, just as we now see you, may be 
preserved for us and for our children. 

I need not assure you that the suggestion was received 
with cordial approbation. Before any general action was 
taken towards procuring the means of carrying it into effect, 
— provided your consent could be obtained, — a classmate, 

42 
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who sat at my right hand, whispered to me his desire, on 
account of his deep sense of gratitude to you, to be allowed 
to furnish the sum necessary to obtain a portrait on behalf of 
the class, and to present the picture to the Massachusetts His- 
torical Society. He immediately gave me an order for an 
amount more than sufficient ; and, requesting me to conceal 
his name for the present, authorized me to announce to the 
class that the subscription was complete, and afterwards to 
take any steps that might appear to me proper towards attain- 
ing the desired end. 

What step should I take other than that of writing to 
yourself, dear sir, frankly stating the whole truth as to the 
feeling cherished and expressed towards you by the first class 
which graduated under your fostering influence, confessing 
the generous rivalry which exists among us in honoring and 
loving your name, and praying you not to deny the boon 
which we solicit with one consent? 

With lasting respect, &c, 

Your friend and servant, 

Chandler Robbins. 

P. S. — I ought to add, that my friend proposed to give the 
portrait to the Historical Society because I mentioned to him 
that its halls would be an appropriate place for it, and that I 
knew that a strong desire was felt among its associates to 
obtain the likeness of its oldest member. 

Rev. Chandler Robbins, D.D. 

Dear Sir, — I cannot sufficiently express my grateful 
sense of the respectful remembrance of me by the class of 
1829, nor of the consenting spirit in which you have com- 
municated their expression of it. The existence of such a 
feeling in such a body of men is honor enough. No material 
token can add to its value. It was one of the felicities of my 
connection with Harvard University in 1829, that the leading 
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class consisted of young men qualified and willing to give -a 
favorable tone to the seminary, and a promise of an honorable 
and useful course of life, which in after-time they nobly ful- 
filled. At this day, I have the happiness to witness the realiza- 
tion of that promise, in seeing among their number ornaments 
of every profession ; lights of the judicial bench, both state 
and national ; diversified genius in the walks of literature ; and 
a master-spirit in the abstrusest of all the sciences. Be 
assured, sir, that indications of regard and respect from such 
men sink deep into the heart, from which they can never be 
obliterated. 

The subject of the portrait requires consideration and con- 
sultation, on which I shall hope for an interview with you this 
evening, or any other which your engagements may permit. 

Respectfully your friend and servant, 

Josiah Quincy. 

No. 5, Park Street, 18th January, 1858. 

On motion of Mr. Savage, it was unanimously Voted, 
That the thanks of the Massachusetts Historical Society 
be presented to the class of graduates at Harvard Col- 
lege in 1829 for their present of the portrait of the 
Hon. Josiah Quincy ; under whose happy auspices, as 
President of that Institution, they were the first to par- 
take the graces of his official benediction ; and that 
their gift, this day received, is accepted with the highest 
satisfaction, as a faithful likeness of the oldest member 
of our Society, which he has honored for more than 
sixty years, and as coming, in token of respect for him, 
from the first company of his academical disciples, 
including so distinguished ornaments in each of the 
learned professions, and envied only as being the pre- 
cursors of that successive renown, which in the annual 
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harvests of that blessed university, for sixteen follow- 
ing years, extended the prosperity of their native land, 
and enhanced the embellishment of the republic of let- 
ters, the common mother of us all. 

Mr. Washburn, from the Committee appointed to 
represent the Society before a Committee of the Legis- 
lature to which was referred the memorial of this 
Society, relating to a petition of the Historic-Genealogi- 
cal Society for a change of its corporate name, made a 
report of the doings of the Committee in discharging 
the duty assigned to them ; in the course of which, he 
read a sketch of the arguments used on the occasion of 
the hearing at the State House before the Joint Stand- 
ing Committee on Education. 

On motion of Mr. Lothrop, Voted, That the Committee 
be requested to prepare a minute and extended account, 
in writing, of the remarks made by them before the 
Legislative Committee, for preservation or publication, 
as the Standing Committee may direct. 

On motion of Mr. R. Frothingham, jun., it was una- 
nimously Voted, That the thanks of the Society be pre- 
sented to the Committee appointed to take charge of 
our late memorial, for their valuable services ; and that 
the President be requested to communicate to our 
respected senior member the grateful acknowledgments 
of his associates for his efficient personal services in pre- 
venting the meditated infringement upon our old corpo- 
rate name. 

Mr. Savage presented, from a lady in Europe, a copy 
of the " Haarlemsche Courant " of the 8th of January, 
1856, being a reprint, with the same types originally 
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used, of the " Haarlem Courant " of the 8th .of Jan- 
uary, 1656, printed in Haarlem for Abraham Caste- 
leyne, in the house of his father, Vincent Casteleyne, 
on the Market Place, in the chapel. It has the follow- 
ing item of American news : — 

" Plymouth, 22d December, 1655. — Three Dutch vessels, 
pressed by bad weather, and coming from New Netherlands, 
have run in here. They are said to have conquered again, in 
that country, the Fort Catamirus, and all the fortifications 
which the Swedes there had taken from us ; and to have deli- 
vered of that nation the whole river, from the head to its 
mouth. The said vessels bring with them the person who was 
the commander of the Swedes." 



SPECIAL MEETING, March 26. 

The Society held a special meeting on Friday evening, 
March 26, at the house of N. I. Bowditch, Esq., No. 9, 
Pemberton Square ; the President, Hon. Robert C. 
Winthrop, in the chair. 

The meeting was called to order at eight o'clock. 

The President stated, that a box of books, which had 
been sent to the Society several months ago by William 
Winthrop, Esq., American consul at Malta, had at 
length arrived. The vessel, w T hich had not been heard 
from for a long time, had put into St. Thomas in dis- 
tress, and reached this port yesterday. The consignee 
of the vessel had immediately forwarded the box to the 
library, without charge for freight or truckage. 



